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World Peace

It's all in our hands!

ltés all in our handsé world peace.

Is compassion so beyond our reach?
Arendét we |l iving, feeling beings

Part of the humbling wide, wondrous universe?

Your imagination and brilliance
Is at par with the air, water, earth and fire.
You are a force, destined to heal, feel and believe.

No man is an island ¢é
You were here yesterday and are here today

To share, care, lend a hand.

We often fail to live at peace with the world
Yet hatred and judgment comes so easy to us

Why is it so? Where has the peace gone?

Why do we draw the lines?
When we can easily color outside the lines
So that every race, cast and religion is nothing
But a color of the rainbow

In a world without borders,
One thatés freagreedf hatred, terror,
Liberal and kind, where everyone feels at home
Where we all truly belong.
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Dr. UNNI KRISHNAN- Biography

Dr. Unni Krishnan K- Associate Professor |
Coordinator- CCCS, MAHEResearch Fellow |
Senior Artist

AboutDr. Unni Krishnan K, is an Associq|
Professor, Ph.D. guide and a Fulbright Alumn
(FNDPRJSA). He has received Gold Medal frg
former President of India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kala|
He has taught and peented various lecture
series acrosthe U.S.A., U.Knd India. He is an
academician, senior artist & curatomand a
philanthropist with  a humble list of
accomplishments.

Unni has his Doctorate in Art and Cultural

History(Visual Culture) from The Maharaf@dayajirao University of Baroda (MSWjth a Nehru-
Fulbright Doctoral & Professional Research Fellowship (USIEBPR 20123) at Maryland
Institute College of Art (MICA), MDJSA He is currently an associateofessor athe School of
CommunicationFounderand Coordinator othe Centre for Creative an@ultural Studies (CCCS)
at Manipal Academy of Higher EducatiMAHE. He has presented his research at Oxfohd,
Institute of InternationaEducatioaWashingtonrDC, MICAMD, India and at various South Asian
Research Centers. Apart framsearchhe hasbeen awarded with Gold Meddrom the former
Hon. President of India Dr..R.J. Abdul Kalamfor academic excellenand has contributed and
exhibited his artworks at vari eAurse nv e raue sNeiwn cYl
funded byMOBIA and the Aty Warhol Foundatiortravel exhibition series. He has curated art
exhibitiors of variousrenowned senior artists, writers and litterateurs. He has over ten years of
teaching and over five yesof Medialndustry experience. ¢lhas recently receivedfallowship

from the Ministry of Culture Govt. of India Scheme of Award of fellowship to outstanding
persons in the Field of Culture 2016. He is an active member at various research organizations
and art Centers and is alsd”a.D.guide He has beeorganizingannual conferaces in thedJSA
and India. He has been actively contributing towasdsial education Art and Cultureoutreach
projectsfor the financidly challenged communities anc@rnment schools of India. Introduced
'Art Appreciation' agn open elective subjedor all digiplines in théUniversity, probably first of

its kind in Inaa. He is currently editingopookson Culture, Arts, Media and Polidye alsovorks

on Education and Culture Policy with NGO s an
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Vermilion, red sandal, sandal, turmeric, ashes.
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Creative eXprESSionSJnni explores his art through variouseative mediums:painting, poetry,

photography, installatiorart and mixed media. He believes in interdisciplinary approach and experiments with
various mediums and materials. Although he has been practicing artlsimchildhoodhe has exhibited art works

at variousvenues in Inéh and in the USA. His artworks hadanguage afuestioning the consciousnesstertwined

with the feel and texture ofich culture and erironment. His conceptual work debate throudtetjourneyfrom the
fundamental ideas ofGandhan debates ontruth, discussions on freedom by Tagore. With minimalism and
deconstriction theory, he experimenart with various subjects in and around nature, culture, identity through

elements ofregionalfolklore and cultural impressionslis conceptual series of painting titlédt I y OK |, thé I (G @I & ¢

five symbolicelements of south Asiarituals and culture, speaks volume on the depth of identity, feel of emotions
and naturality of substance, through bold strokes of prominent cirttie bindu, the concentrated centre of
attention, the most simplistic form of expression.

His photography has a satire style of simplicity with metaphors of social expressions. The images takeugbuathr
journey of debates such as local versus global, effects of globalization, survivitagdephysically challenged and
so on. His photographs captuttee essence of time in poetic visual raive. The images are richdéolors anddeas
that provoke the audience tae-think. His poetries are high spirited, lucid, contemporary and critibalking the
early phase of his career, Unni hadblished his illustrationand cartoonsn daily newspapersHe has exhibited
and presented his art works in lrzdaind in the USADr Unni Kishnanhas curated art exhibition of various renowned
senior artiss, writers and litterateurs and has promoted young artistth their annual art shows encouraging and
giving a social platfornto present their best to the society and industry with opportunities to interact with senior
experts.
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Academic Excellence:

As acurious and humblestudent of culture, he completed his Nehrdrulbright Doctoral & Professional Research
Fellowshipat Marnjand Institute College of ArfMICA) MD, USA. 2012 2013, with a PhD in visual cultyre
Iconography and IdentityArt, Culture and Histgrfrom the Maharaja Sayajirao UniversityB#roda, India2014.He
has been awarde®old Medalduring his posgraduationfrom the Hon. President of India, APJ Abdul Kalam
academic excellence

HisPhD researctiocusson the visual culture of contemporary India, tracing the roots of a local iconography from
the pre modern context to the contengpary, the investigation discovers a new array of subjects to a much
debatable spectrum of thinking. The research not only asserts the identity of the local in the global circumstance,
but also exposes the underhgrunanswered question such ash¥f was he role of regional nationalism amidst the
growth of a wider nationalism? The research finally attempts to answer the struggle of the south Indian state
iconography in a debating discipline, which finally results in redefining the local ethos over theahathos, larger
localization of nationality.

He is currenthyediting a bookon Art, Culture, Media and Poliayith a reputed university press aralsoediting his
monograph. He has published research articles in reputed journalsredisarch is o the interdisciplinary aresof

Art, Culture, Society and Education. He has presented his research at vaoitfesencesreputed international
research and culture centres suchthg Institution of International EducatioBDG MICA MD OxfordUK, Nationa

Institute of Advanced Studies India and more. During the Fulbright tenure he has extensively delivered lecture series
at the USA and wasivileged to be a Member, Board of Higher Educatéomd Governmenof the state of Maryland.

Awards and recognitins:

1 Clore Cheveningeadershig-ellowshipgJK, 201819. Funded by Clore Leadership program & Chevening
fellowship:Foreign and Commonwealtbffice, British High Commission.

1 Ministry of Culture: Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India: Scheme for Awdedl@fship to outstanding
persons in the Field of Culture 2016.

1 Fulbright FellowshipdSA2012-13. Funded byJnited Sates India EducationFoundation Fulbright-Nehru
Doctoral & Professional Research Fellowsbiy$. Department of State's Bureaussfucational and
Cultural Affairs

1 Gold Medafrom former Presidendf India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam for Academic Excell200&.
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Cultural Leadership and contributiongrofessional Leadership:

-Currently selected and awarded with the prestigi@@isreChevening-eadershipFellowship201819.

-Unni isthe Founder and Head of the Centre for Creative and Cultural Studiggh the guidance of the Vice
Chancellor, the Centre organizes annual conferences, workshops from senior scholars, guest lectures, Art
Exhibitions, film festivals, and regular classes. The Centre provides service to various institutivagesgrobably

the first private Universityni India to introduce Art and Culture Appreciation as an open elective to all disciplines
including medicine and engineeringde has procured fundedrants for various projects fro reputed national
organisations.

-He leads various Social Outreach projectsth NGO's, Government Schogland for the financially challenged
rural children. He also engag¢he society with art and cultural literacy programs though lecture series and
workshops.

- Hasserved agConvenerfor manynational and internationalConferencesand seminars both in India and USA
conference onCulture and Identitfunded bylindian Countifor Historical Bsearch held on 26, 27 July 201&t
Manipal- Indiag with a special art exhibition dedicatexs a tributeto senior artists agedbove 80He is also a PhD
guide anda member ofvariouscommittees atcultural centres and universities acrdsslia, since 2013.

-Recipent of theMinistry of Culture, Govt. of India: Scheme for Award of fellowship to outstanding person in the
Field of Culture201516.

- Awarded theNehru-Fulbright Doctoral and Professional Research Fellowshiphe year 201213, during which

he presented his artworks, organised conferesiaad delivered various lecture series at renowned institutions such
aslnstitute of International EducatigrColumbia University N¥laryland Institute College of AfMICAMD, and at
various research and cultural centres of the USA.

-Privileged to be &ember, Board of Higher Educatigiicovernment of the state of Maryland, MD, 2013.
-Represented MICA and India at the conference of R.O.S.A. at the Oxford Univerditi ith@013 and presented
a paper which has been published in a reputed journal.

-Associate Director for the Bangale International Film Festiva(BIFFESGovernment of Karnataka, Ministry of
Culture) 2010Festival hostednore than 120 internatinal delegates, 200 world films and waesrticipated by more
than 15 counties.

-Deliveredpublic lectureson Art, Culture and Society at various venuesei?011. Curated art exhibition$ various
renowned senior artists, writers and litterateurs.
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Philanthropy and Social Outreach:

2017HnmMy Wbl ddzNB FyR /dzf GdzNBEQ t NB2SOG F2NJ {ukdéd bale@SNY YSy
India Foundation for the Artswith the support of Manipal Academy of general Education. Educatismough

creative practises. Regular staon every Saturday totalling@@ontact lours, with special workshops fm senior

professionals on Poefrreading, singing, paintingketching, clay modelling, three day theatre workshop, origami,

nature study tip to forest and river banks, anatomy museum attinic games.2017 March-2018 March.owe
appreciate the effortofi KS LIN2 2SO0 Wbt Gdz2NB FyR / dzZf GdzNBQ SRdzOF GAy3a 2y
through creative practises, we highly recomméndzOK LINR 2SO a G2 GKS 3I20SNFYSyd G2
Vaidehj renowned Senior Author and Poet.

2015 - till date: Outreach: reaching the unreachedAn Art education Philatrophproject for the financially

challenged rural children of India at the CSI Boarding School, Udupi, Karnataka, India. Weekly sessions and programs
started from August 2018nd continuetill date. & ¢ KS + 2 f dzy § SSNE&E -BrAUNM Krighhad ézté & Ay OF
contributed a lot to the success of CSI Boarding home Udupi and Asha Nilaya: School for physically challenged at
Udupi, through their engagement involving education and creativity. This was one of the most successful outreach
project that gave both theolunteers and the students of NGO, a great satisfatti@hief WardenCSI Boarding

Home Udupi. March 20t3/4arch 2018

Contributing on At and Culturalawarenessand education to thesociety with public lectures, gallery visits,
discussions, seminar, ents and exhibitions.

Collaboration with reputed NGO's to work for Government School educatichrioand Culturaleducationand its
inclusion insyllabus and education policyWe are also working towards the propogal the Cultural policy, 2016
present

As a team contributed significantly tothe International filmfestival - Annual Manipal Film Festival, Go Green
initiative: cyclothon, tree sapling drive, annual blood donation camp, commenigagement activities.

Served as ®olunteerfor the post dsaster recovery initiative for Indian Ocean Tsunami oebdier2004 withRED
CROSSociety at the coastal town dfkkarepete, near &ankanni,Tamil Nadu, India.
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Testimonials

Prof. Varadesh Hiregange

Director: Centre for Gandhian and Peace Studiad G.P.R.C, (Former Director School of
CommunicationManipal Academy of Higher EducatidiMAHE) India

Dr Unni Krishnan K is undoubtedly a very enthusiastic academic who intends to perpetually gr
contribute his best to his areas of studywould be worthwhiletop oi nt o ut sCVWspdak
eloquently about his achievements, contributions and capabilities. He has been a very promising
member with complete dedication to his work. His teaching experience, paper presentg
publications, his PID. and to cap it all, his association with Nehru Fulbright Doctoral & profess
Fellowship, speak volumes about his abilities. Significantly, he also combines media studies
arts in his academic pursuits. With his complete acadebgnt of mind, he is quite rooted in h
theoretical studiesAs an artishimself, he has taken initiatives in starting art appreciation cours
the university. Has successfully organized National conferemgm¥&shops, social outreach projeg
and exibitionsby bringing fundsHe is the coordinator of the Centre for Creative and Cultural Sty
at MAHE and hasuccessfully been leading theer@ire for past threeyears skillfully displaying a
leadership qualities.

Prof. Christopher Pinney

Professor of Anthropologist and Visual Culture, University College LondaX.

The history that Unni has presented through his research is extraordinarily compelling and
fascinating. I think Unni’s r esear cameaad Sontp |
India. In spite of the fantastic work I8umathi Ramaswamynni also brings in a hugely important
perspective to the study Indian visual culture. | think Unni is filling in an enormous vacuum, and
theoretical level it is also fragmeng the national reference which has previously dominated the
study of these imageslis work is a true eye opener.

Prof. Leslie King Hammond

Professor, Art HistorianCurator, former dean and advisofounding director Centref Raceand
Culture, Maryand Institute College of Art (MICA), Maryland, 8A.

UKis gifted and diversely talented artists and intellectual scholargefierosity of spirit and creative
energy was an ideal match for MICA communitik was able to make numerous public lecture an
presentation throughout Baltimore to share his research, Indian culture the Fulbright program a
own artistry. UK rapidly became more than just a visiting scholar and was included as an impor
member of each cultural community in which he soughbe engaged or needed his presence. Th
recommendation is made with complete confidence that UK will continue to make great intellect
contributions to the global community.

Dr. Shinu Abhi

Fulbright Alumnus, Director of Industry connect PrograR& VA University, Bangalore, India

| know Unnifor his outstanding research skills in the area of visual culture. He is a great artist ar]
strategist at the same time. He was always in the forefront in bringing the best practices to clas
and enjoys great rapport with students. He almost sidgderdedly took many initiatives which were
hugely popular and successful at Manipal University. He is well networked and brought many i
stalwarts to classroom and students have immensely benefited from Unni's relentless pursuit fg
excellence. | wishifm all the best!
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Contact:

Email: unnidart@gmail.corm unni.krishnan@manipal.edul Mobile: +91 9880168485

LinkedIn:https://www.linkedin.com/in/unnikrishnankphd/

https://manipal.edu/soc/department-faculty/faculty-list/unni-krishnankarrikat.html

https://www.instagram.com/unni.k.k.7/

Skype UK.Krishnan

Blog: www.unnikrishnankphd.blogspot.com

Portfolio gifted, curated and @signed by:

Anil John(Creative Director)Binny Manikoth(Designer) NImmy Philip(Editor), Sushmitha A
(Coordinatop, Vikram Ranu(Artist)
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